Art and Design and English as an Additional Language

Approaching English as an Additional Language (EAL) through art, craft and design.

In the UK there is a growing number of pupils for whom English is not their first language.  While for some training institutions there is little possibility that they can provide experiences with such pupils for their trainees, as a trainer you should be aware of a range of theoretical models of how pupils learn, of pupils’ individual needs and how best to respond to these.  Unlike in some other National Curriculum subjects, in art, craft and design it is likely that pupils with EAL will be integrated into classes and trainees will need to be aware that they should ensure that the teaching materials and resources they use can be accessed by all pupils.

Inclusive teaching in art, craft and design happens when suitable learning challenges are set, diverse needs are met, and obstacles to learning are removed.  In art, craft and design, visual and tactile experiences should be seen as a positive means by which language barriers can be overcome.

Differentiation

Major challenges facing art, craft and design trainees are the need to understand the problems that pupils face in terms of verbal expression and written communication and, quite commonly, understanding what the teacher requires.  Although EAL pupils ‘cultural experiences can be significantly different from those of their peers in the UK, this should not be seen as a barrier.  More important for the trainee is to address the problem of finding a means by which they can ensure that all pupils can access the curriculum.

Trainees need to be encouraged to apply their understanding of how pupils learn.  They should be encouraged not to introduce topics or concepts that would be inaccessible to those for whom English is not their first language.  The danger is that trainees can misconstrue the source of pupils’ problems as being the pupil rather than the planning of the lesson.  In art, craft and design trainees should see the presence of pupils with EAL as an opportunity to widen the topic base.  Such pupils can bring different valuable experiences of art, craft and design to the classroom. 

The trainer should consider what it is the trainees should experience, in particular: What experiences do you want them to have?  What support can the training establishment offer?  What support can the partnership schools offer?  What evidence does the student need to provide to meet the standards for qualified teacher status?

Pupils with English as an Additional Language – the facts:
Pupils with EAL come with varying degrees of English competence and general academic ability.  Trainees need to be aware of the following general points:

· On average, pupils with no English will take between 5 and 7 years to be on a level with their English speaking peers.

· Speaking English develops first, followed by reading and finally written competence

· Pupils often go through a ‘silent’ period when they first arrive

· Pupils need to be cognitively and linguistically challenged, but not necessarily at the same time.

Trainees should also be aware of the following when deciding how to approach their teaching:

· What is the pupil’s cultural background and how much does the trainee know about that background?

· Has the pupil experienced a different style of education?  What effect has this had on their learning?
· Have they been taught art before?

· What life experiences may influence their artistic freedoms?

Trainees also need to be aware of strategies that will help pupils with EAL.  The DfES materials on the National Standards web site www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/ethnicminorities/links_and_publications/Isolated_EMPs_May04/Isolatedpupilsgdc04.pdf
and support material on the QCA website www.qca.org.uk/ages3-14/downloads/eal.pdf
are valuable.

The National Association for Language Development in the Curriculum also has a comprehensive web site that can be of use to trainees www.naldic.org.uk
