Art and Design and PSHE and Citizenship

PSHE 

The delivery of Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) is the responsibility of all schools and new teachers may find themselves called upon to offer discrete provision to their tutees, through their role as a form tutor.  Alternatively, they may be required to deliver elements of the PSHE course through art, craft and design schemes; as some schools favour embedding delivery across the curriculum.  It is an area that can cause great anxiety for a trainee teacher as they may feel ill equipped to deliver the material which may, on occasion, give rise to painful personal associations, religious or cultural dilemmas.

Issues centre often upon how we work with young people, the relationships which can be developed, the level of personal reflection and expression.  Great potential to enliven the art, craft and design curriculum can grow from the avenues of enquiry the PHSE curriculum facilitates.  This can be via both the content of Schemes of Work (SOW) and methods of delivery.  Engaging in sensitive discussion of contemporary issues can facilitate profound personal development for a young person, often adding intellectual depth and individuality to their work.  There are very many aspects of teaching within art, craft and design where a PHSE element is implicit.  By identifying these and with the use of explicit signposting within the SOW the trainee will be more confident in delivery.

In the context of the form tutor role art, craft and design can be used as a vehicle and can provide welcome additional time to develop ideas which then flow into lessons. The pursuit of ‘Issues Based’ work of this nature can often guarantee pupil engagement as the work encompasses a more resonant relevance to the experience and interests of the young person.
Excerpt from standards for the teaching of PHSE as set out by (insert source –to follow) Excerpts are shown in bold
The context and the core skills of teaching and managing pupil learning in PSHE
Establishing a safe learning environment

· Recognise prejudice and have consistent strategies to challenge it.  Consider - How well are you acquainted with the group?  What will the group dynamic throw up?  What are your own prejudices? 

A carefully selected group of images around a given theme can provide a potent experience and illicit a wide range of responses as a launch pad for discussion about attitudes and their genesis. It is not necessary to wade into controversial territory, a selection of portrait images, male and female, will illicit a varied set of responses from which you can work.  Looking for evidence as to the intended message in an artwork and for the devices the artist has employed in imparting it allows pupils to look beyond the surface, unearth the true meaning, challenge their preconceptions and develop critical analysis. It is exciting for pupils to recognise the manipulative power of images. 
Insert link to image bank

· Manage discussions of sensitive and controversial issues.  Consider - How comfortable are you with the course content?  Who will you access to gain the support you require to deliver the material you have been given? 

It is preferable for the trainee to select a topic with which they are comfortable and develop a unit of work to address the issues.  This may not be presented to the trainee as an option but if they have had the opportunity to consider some PHSE teaching materials in advance they will be in a stronger position to offer some of their own ideas.  It is also an area that the mentor can discuss in advance with schools, it is important to have trainees committed to PHSE as it has increasing focus and a strong whole school element. Establishing a sense of ownership is so important and the teaching will inevitable benefit.

Effective teaching and learning

· Use a range of groupings, including working in pairs, small groups and with the whole class; Consider – that this engineering is something that the trainee should already be exploring, PHSE delivery can  
· Make good use of a range of teaching resources

Reflection, evaluation and assessment
· Reflect on your personal values and their potential impact on classroom practice
· Use a range of strategies, including pupil self assessment, to assess the development of skills, knowledge and understanding
d) Citizenship

Citizenship became a compulsory National Curriculum subject in England for KS3 (11-14 years) and KS4 (14-16 years) from August 2002. Full details, together with exemplar units of work, are available form QCA.

Citizenship teaching is not exclusively about understanding the democratic and parliamentary processes. The potential for enquiry within Art and Design

