Art and Design and Education for Sustainable Development

Education for Sustainable Development through Art and Design 

Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is the process of learning how to make decisions that consider the long-term future of the economy, ecology and equity of all communities. (Taken from the Draft framework for the Decade of ESD UNESCO 2003)
Through the art, craft and design curriculum we can identify and consider the implications and tensions within the Creative Industries and for creative practitioners working to express and realise their own vision, and to create products, artefacts, art forms and systems for diverse clients and audiences.

What do your Trainees understand by the term Education for Sustainable Development?

What might provide entry points, further discussion and signposts to broaden your Trainees understanding of ESD?

· Meeting consumer needs or stimulating consumer desire.  Is a product desirable because it provides the solution to a problem or as the result of a persuasive marketing campaign?

· Questioning materials, systems and equipment.  Do we have to have good materials? Our cheapest material is currently waste products, but is this a sustainable system?

· Ethical specifications versus pushing the boundaries of materials and technology. Many products are specified far beyond the expectation and needs of the consumer, but is this a necessity for progress?
· Encouraging an aesthetic for purpose and the ‘raw’ 
· Through personal expression how can we celebrate the integrity, beauty and vulnerability of the natural world.
· Through personal expression how may we respond to issues such as rural and urban regeneration, gender, peace and conflict resolution.
Practitioner’s and practitioner’s websites 

www.spiralbound.co.uk
Lois Walpole 
http://www.rbgkew.org.uk/gowild/features/grown_home.html 

http://www.loiswalpole.com/
Websites of organisations and booklist

Education for Sustainable Development.  A briefing paper for the Teacher Training Agency. John Huckle 2005

Learning, Citizenship and Sustainability, Groundwork 2003

Learning and Skills for Sustainable Development, Higher Education Partnership for Sustainability, 2003

Papanek, V (1984) Design for the Real World. Thames & Hudson

Papanek, V (1995) The green imperative: ecology and ethics in Design and Architecture Thames & Hudson

www.resurgence.org
www.groundwork.org.uk   

www.WEEEman.org
Cultural Diversity in art, craft and design
Art, craft and design in education can act as a catalyst to challenge negative stereotypes, promote inclusive debate and encourage a positive awareness of similarities and differences between communities.

What do your trainees understand by the terms cultural diversity?  What is the cultural background of your current cohort of trainees and what opportunities for peer learning might this offer?

· How can we provide opportunities for trainees to develop and reflect upon their practice as art, craft and design educators in a multicultural, multiracial society?

· How can you develop a broader awareness of trainees trained exclusively in the Western European tradition of the contemporary and traditional art and craft forms of other cultures?

· International new arrivals in the classroom may not have the same observational/expressive skills and interests as British born pupils.  Pupils from a Muslim background will be grounded in a tradition in which artists work to prescribed sets of rules in accordance with geometry and sacred formulae rather than the Western canon of self-expression.  What strategies do trainees need to engage all pupils in meaningful art, craft and design programmes of study?

· There are concerns that primary pupils are encouraged to take a pride in their cultural heritage, but are destined to secondary schools where the curriculum focus is European and Anglo centric.
· A critique of multicultural, multiracial art, craft and design education by artists with Asian, Caribbean and African heritage has been that it has tended to emphasise traditional rather than contemporary art, craft and design forms.
Practitioners and practitioner’s websites 

Sonia Boyce (seems to have no website!)
Bhajan Hujan http://www.bhajan-hunjan.com/
Websites, organisations and booklist  

Mason, R , Art Education and Multiculturalism, NSEAD

