GCSE and GCE results and trends

‘We an'cipate the impact of these changes will be fully apparent,
and be measurable, when the current year 7 complete their art and
design GCSEs in 2020.’

GCSE Results and trends – lowest number recorded

• The total number of art and design GCSE candidates
has dropped to the lowest level recorded this
century.
• The number has fallen from 183,085 to 175,792.

GCSE Results and trends – lowest number recorded

• Numbers have fallen for the second consecuGve year.
There were 18,845 fewer comple'ons this year than in
2015 (a 10% fall).
• In 2015 art and design comple'ons represented
3.7 % of the total number sat, this fell to 3.2% in 2017.

A-level results and trends

Entries for A-level art and design showed a small
increase of 0.9% from 43,242 in 2016 to 43,653 in
2017 (this is 411 addi'onal candidates).

If 2016’s GCSE numbers are anything to go by they
will fall again next year.

Results and trends GCE AS-level - decline
AS-level results no longer count towards A-level grades.
A decline in art and design AS-level compleGons is to be
expected.
Our subject’s percentage fall of 46% (from 2016 to 2017) is bigger
than the average percentage fall.
(For all subjects combined: 39.1%).
This is 3.1% of the total
number of AS-levels sat
compared to 3.5% in 2016.

Results and trends GCSE - gender divide
Female candidates siWng art and design GCSE more than double
the number of (117,949) males candidates (57,843).
Of the total number sat 67% were girls and 33% were boys.

Results and trends GCSE - gender divide
The percentage of female GCSE candidates achieving A*s this year is 11.6%. The
percentage of male candidates achieving A*s is 4.9%. A male student is less
than half as likely to achieve a top grade than his female counterpart.

Art and
design

The next steps…
The gender divide, in both
engagement and aRainment, is not
improving:
Strategies to address the gender divide
include: ‘Where have all the boys gone’
an NSEAD professional development
programme; Publica'on of subjectbased advocacy documents.

Government policies are impacGng on
our subject across all key stages:
We will con'nue to use data to
measure and evidence the impact of
policies on art, cra] and design
educa'on.
We will communicate our ﬁndings
with the Secretary of State, the
Minister of State for Educa'on, and,
the DfE and we will ask:
‘What will our subject look like in
2020?’

