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'Art makes the world a
better place. 

It encourages human
beings to make an

‘original’ contribution
to our world'



Bob and Roberta Smith RA OBE, 

NSEAD Patron

nsead.org
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'Children are natural artists, 
they draw, they play, 
they lack inhibition. 

Art education develops and
encourages that imagination. It helps

students to look, to use all their
senses and to develop a myriad of
new neural pathways. Whatever
career they choose, this lifelong

knowledge is invaluable'

Cornelia Parker, RA OBE 

NSEAD Patron

nsead.org
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nsead.orgnsead.org/publications/ad-magazine
craftscouncil.org.uk/learning/craft-school-yinkas-challenge




'Craft creates curiosity, builds
connections, opens new

perspectives, inspires innovation
and supports wellbeing. 

Craft is joyous'



Nicky Dewar
Learning & Skills director 

The Crafts Council 
AD Magazine, Issue 34




https://www.craftscouncil.org.uk/learning/craft-school-yinkas-challenge
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'BLACK LIVES MATTER. 
Art matters. Toward the

achievement of social justice
and the work of shaping human
potential, the value of each life

and every creative act
indispensably enriches us all'

Open Letter to Art Educators on 
Constructing an Anti-Racist Agenda

#ArtIsNotALuxury
arteducators.org/advocacy-policy/articles/692-black-lives-matter

Dr. James Haywood Rolling, Jr.
President of the National Art Education Association
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 'Young people tell us that arts and
cultural learning in school is

significantly different because: in arts
lessons they have more agency,

responsibility, independence and
freedom to make decisions. 

They enjoy and are motivated by this’



Time to Listen
Tracking Arts Learning and Engagement, TALE




nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy

https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy/elliot-eisner
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'Art education is not a luxury
because it is imperative to the future
of humanity. Art education holds the

creative key to rethinking how the
world works and will allow us to
create a generation of thinkers,
crucial for the green revolution'



Patrick McDowell 
Fashion Designer



 

nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy

https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy/elliot-eisner


'Art for me in the 21st Century is about
Equality, Diversity, Inclusion and

Belonging. We need artists and creative
cultural practitioners to lead the way,
and I wish for 2022 to be a year where
we use our power as agents of change

not just to support our communities but
ensure they thrive'

#ArtEdAdvocacy
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Paula Orrell 
Director of CVAN 

nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy

https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy/elliot-eisner
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'Teach a child to draw and
you teach them the

language that enables
them to communicate with

the whole world'

Liz MacFarlane, President,
National Society for

Education in Art 
and Design

nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy

https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy/elliot-eisner
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nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy

Michael Rosen 
Children's author, poet,

broadcaster and professor
of children's literature

https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy/elliot-eisner
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Dr Janina Ramirez
NSEAD patron, cultural historian,

broadcaster, author

#ArtIsNotALuxury
nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy

https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy/elliot-eisner


'All education is an
introduction to the future. It’s
a struggle over the future you

want for young people'



Henry Giroux
Scholar, writer, cultural critic




#ArtIsNotALuxury

14

https://youtube/fU32KItL_b8
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'I’ve realised that as I create artwork,
dialogue emerges alongside. I make

something. It doesn’t work but it
eliminates one way forward and

presents another. And another. And
another. I am shaped by that which

shapes me. And so making art
becomes an act of self-care'

Dr Rachel Payne, Senior Lecturer 
Art Education at Oxford Brookes University,

Immediate-Past President NSEAD

nsead.org/publications/research-reports-and-reviews

https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy/elliot-eisner


'Teaching young people creative
subjects stays with them forever.

The 'creative process' can help
them on so many levels. It can bring

pride, joy and wisdom and help
visualise their own goals

throughout their lives'
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Keith Brymer Jones
 potter and ceramic designer

NSEAD patron

nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy

https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy/elliot-eisner


'The mainstream education
system allows very little room for
the imagination and creativity...  
In a new ecological educational
system each and everyone of us

will have the opportunity 
to be artists'




Satish Kumar
Peace and Environmental Activist




#ArtIsNotALuxury

17

NSEAD Inspirations
youtube/5dI5wKYibCI
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'Take a break for two minutes. 
Make some random marks on paper or

a dusty surface, anything. 
Make a scrap piece of paper 
into something interesting.

Don’t think about ‘art’ or ‘drawing’.
Making helps thinking. 

You never know where it might lead…'



Glen Coutts
President InSEA

insea.org/our-manifesto/

https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy/elliot-eisner


‘Inclusive art and design
practices are not optional but
fundamental and essential if
we want to carve a positive

future for culture for all’

#ArtIsNotALuxury

Dr Deborah Riding,
Principal Editor, iJADE

2020 Volume 39: Number 3
nsead.org/publications/ijade
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https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy/elliot-eisner
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Kate Mason
Director, The Big Draw

#ArtIsNotALuxury
thebigdraw.org



Paul Dash
Artist, Writer, Art Educator

'Art is Power' 

21

nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy
#ArtIsNotALuxury

https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy/elliot-eisner
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'As a collective, we are stronger.
When we support one, we

support all. For art education to
thrive, art educators must stand

together. Our learning spaces
need to be workplaces where

art and people can flourish'



Michele Gregson
General Secretary, NSEAD

nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy
#ArtIsNotALuxury

https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy/elliot-eisner


Sandra Booth 
Director of Policy, Council for Higher

Education in Art and Design

'Higher education level creative
subjects provide individuals

with skills and abilities leading
to a plethora of career

opportunities in interesting and
sought-after roles employers
need now and into the future'
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nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy
#ArtIsNotALuxury

https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy/elliot-eisner


 ‘My aspiration is that every
single child, regardless of
their race and culture, has
access to a high-quality art

education that reflects them
and their lived experience’ 

Marlene Wylie 
NSEAD President Elect, 1 Jan 2022
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nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy
#ArtIsNotALuxury

https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy/elliot-eisner
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nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy

Cornelia Parker, RA OBE 
NSEAD Patron

https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/advocacy/elliot-eisner


‘The arts also help us to learn to say,
show and feel what needs to be
said, shown and felt, helping to

advance the horizons of knowing,
being, and communicating in and

beyond the arts’ 

26
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UNESCO, REPORT FROM THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON

THE FUTURES OF EDUCATION  

Unesco, Reimagining our Futures Together:
a new social contract for education

https://twitter.com/hashtag/UNESCO?src=hashtag_click
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'I’m all for positive change and
improving access to art – 

education being the critical
foundation for this. 

I keep thinking of all my happy
memories making art in primary

school, it certainly gave me
confidence and self belief,

fundamental to my growth, not just
as an artist, but as a person’

nsead.org

Sarah Graham
 artist and mental health 

advocate 


