
www.nsead.org	

	 		

	NSEAD	Ebacc	update	and	next	steps	

	 		



	 		

	 		The	EBACC	campaign,	so	far…	

• 	Asking	members	to	write	to	MPs	(proformers	available)	
• 	Briefing	MPs	for	the	4	July	debate,	Sharon	Hodgson	MP	and	Catherine	McKinnell	MP	
• 	The	Earl	of	Clancarty	and	Baroness	Nye	for	quesJons	to	Lord	Nash	
• 	WriJng	to	Secretary	of	State	for	EducaJon,	JusJne	Greening	MP	
• 	Correspondence	and	meeJngs	with	the	Department	for	EducaJon		
• 	NSEAD	Survey	Report	2015-16	



	 		

	 		Next	steps	for	the	EBACC	campaign,	findings…	



	 		

	 		Next	steps	for	the	EBACC	CAMPAIGN	–		
	 		Our	recommendaGons	



	 		

	 		Next	steps	for	the	EBACC	CAMPAIGN	–		
	 		Our	recommendaGons	



GCSE	numbers	are	falling	rapidly	

The	total	number	of	students	
siVng	art	and	design	GCSE	
subjects	has	fallen	from		
194,637	to	183,085.		

	 		

	 	 	GCSE/GCE	(AS	and	A-level)	results	2015-16		

This	sharp	fall	of	
11,552	in	students	
represents	a	6	per	
cent	decline	since	
2015.	



	 		

	 	 	GCSE		results		

The	biggest	percentage	
decline	in	art	and	design	
candidate	numbers	
recorded	since	2000,	
(when	JCQ	first	published	
data*)	

Art	and	design	has	the	
third	worse	percentage	
fall	for	any	subject.	



	In	2015	33.8	per	cent	of	
candidates	were	male.	
Unfortunately	the	figure	
has	not	improved,	
indeed,	it	has	decreased	
slightly	to	33.3	per	cent.	
In	2015	66.2	per	cent	of	
candidates	were	female,	
this	year	the	figure	has	
risen	by	0.5	per	cent	to	
66.7	per	cent.		

	 		

	 	 	GCSE		results	–	the	gender	divide	



AS	Level:		

This	year	the	total	number	of	GCE	
AS-level	candidates	has	fallen	
sharply	from	62,375	in	2015	to	
41,545,	a	decrease	of	20,830	art	
and	design	candidates.	This	
represents	a	33.4%	decline	in	
candidates,	with	only	AS-level	
CriJcal	Thinking	having	a	bigger	
percentage	fall.	

	 		

	 	 	GCE	results		–	AS-	and	A-levels	

	The	numbers	of	candidates	taking	art	and	design		
	AS-	and	A-levels	have	conGnued	to	significantly	decline	



	 		

	 	 	GCE	results,	A-level.		

The	total	number	of	GCE	A-level	candidates	has	
fallen	by	1,622	candidates.	In	2015	a	total	of	44,864	
took	the	exam,	this	year	the	total	number	has	fallen	
to	43,242	candidates.		

This	represents	only	5.2	per	cent	of	the	total	
number	of	students	siVng	GCE	A-level,	the		
lowest	percentage	in	ten	years	(since	2006).		



	 		

	 	 	Why	has	this	happened?	The	Ebacc	effect	

The	Schools	White	Paper	of	2010	
introduced	the	Ebacc,	becoming	
a	schools	performance	measure	
in	November	2011.	

The	first	cohort	of	secondary	
pupils	(those	that	started	their	
secondary	educaJon	in	2011)	
completed	their	GCSEs	this	year.		



	 		

	 	 	Why	has	this	happened?	VocaGonal	course	closures	

There	was	a	significant	decline	from	
82K	in	2012/13	to	52k	in	2013/14	
(36.9%).	This	compares	to	a	7.0%	
decline	across	all	sectors	at	Level	2.		



	 		

	 	Why	has	this	happened?	A-	and	AS-levels	decoupled	

In	2015	AS-	and	A-levels	were	
decoupled	–	meaning	AS-levels	no	
longer	count	towards	an	A-level;		
A	levels	become	standalone	
qualificaJons.	

AS-levels	and	GCSEs,	vocaJonal	
creaJve,	crag,	art	and	design	
candidate	numbers	are	falling	
sharper	than	the	majority	of	other	
subjects.		



	 		

	 	What	next?		

As	a	result	of	these	intended	or	unintended	
consequences	of	government	policies,	many	children	
and	young	people	are	already	experiencing	a	
significant	shoraall	in	their	enGtlement	to	the	study	
of	art	and	design.	


