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Mixed media collage from the year 7 lesson Body 
adornment,  from the unit An overview of craft

https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/curriculum/art-secondary/units
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/curriculum/art-secondary/units
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/curriculum/art-secondary/units


To understand how the Oak art and design resources can 
support teachers to plan and teach a flexible curriculum

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vAuRnO9MahHdVXq6oI0ehhg35Lus-wLV_A_xQO4BnYE/edit?usp=sharing


I like to create my own lessons and plans, 
Oak content is too rigid and prescriptive.

I used Oak resources during the 
pandemic, it is a pandemic relic.

Oak lessons are knowledge rich, which 
means they won’t teach art skills or be 
creative. From the year 2 lesson 

Representing relationships,
from the unit Me, myself and 
others: clay sculpture

https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/art-primary-ks1/units/me-myself-and-others-clay-sculpture/lessons
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/art-primary-ks1/units/me-myself-and-others-clay-sculpture/lessons


What is Oak National Academy?

https://www.thenational.academy/


Partnership 

https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.nsead.org/community-activism/oak-curriculum-partnership/


What’s on offer?

Online learning for 
pupils to support 
homework and 
revision

All the content is free  
and adaptable for 
teachers, and 
available on an Open 
Government Licence

Full curriculum plans 
for every national 
curriculum subject 
across KS1-4 by 
Autumn 2025

Lesson resources 
created by subject 
experts: including 
slides, teacher 
guidance, videos, 
quizzes and 
worksheets



Website tour 

https://www.thenational.academy/curriculum






Unit sequence

https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/curriculum/art-primary/units
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/curriculum/art-secondary/units


Where in our current sequence could this/these unit(s) sit as a starting 
point, bridge, or extension?

Do any of these units stand out with potential to fill a missing area in 
our current plans (e.g. textiles, 3D work, graphic design)?

Are there any specific lessons that I could use as a starting point, 
bridge, or extension?

Use the library feature to save units.



Deck design 







Year 8
Unit title:
Textiles and the creative industries
Lesson: Exploring embroidery and stitch

Year 3 
Unit title: 
Recycled robots: drawing and sculpture
Lesson: Create a maquette of a robot

From the year 3 lesson Create a 
maquette of a robot, from the unit 
Recycled robots: drawing and sculpture

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1T4Q_3barYO6AoWYQJTk5D0_QIwbJePHAJT_4d5Cm9JE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1c-rq60CIECSbogfrecwfC-i5Ed23qxAuGe9RRwhbN3Q/edit?usp=sharing


Adapting and delivering

Would I need to make any changes to better suit our pupils (e.g. 
ability, age, cultural context, interests)?

Are there any materials, artists, or outcomes I would swap to make this 
more relevant or accessible?

Could this be simplified or extended depending on my learners' needs?

Would I feel confident delivering this lesson as it is, or would I need to 
practise or modify elements?



Resources 

Are the resources (slides, worksheets, videos) something I would adapt 
and use with my class?

Would watching the video support my own subject knowledge or 
technical confidence before teaching?

Could I use part of the video in class to model the process or introduce 
an artist/technique?

Might this video be helpful for mentoring ECTs or non-specialists in our 
team?



How we reference art and 
artists 

Year 10 lesson Recording from the lesson observation 
and first-hand sources, unit Foundation workshops: 
selecting primary sources and recording 
observations

https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/lessons/recording-from-observation-and-first-hand-sources?sid-9b74a4=VL6nkA-io0&sm=0&src=5#slide-deck
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/art-secondary-ks4/units/foundation-workshops-selecting-primary-sources-and-recording-observations/lessons
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/art-secondary-ks4/units/foundation-workshops-selecting-primary-sources-and-recording-observations/lessons
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/art-secondary-ks4/units/foundation-workshops-selecting-primary-sources-and-recording-observations/lessons


Explanation

Artists and designers who have been inspired by insects 
in their sculptures include: 

Sketching and planning an insect carving

● Nicola Hicks created ‘Beetle’ 1999 inspired 
by the Rhinoceros Beetle which is installed 
in Bristol.  

● Gary and Thomas Thrussell have created 
a series of metal insect sculptures.  

● Amador Montes’ ‘El lago de las típulas’ 
2022 is a series of giant mosquito 
sculptures.

● Kate Kato manipulates paper to create a 
wide range of insects. 



Explanation

Carving is an ancient artform and continues to be 
popular with modern sculptors including: 

Carving soap to create a relief sculpture

● Valda Jackson who has created a number of carved relief works over 
her career which adorn public spaces. 

● Kim Lim and Ronald Moody who are well known for their carvings. 
● Antoni Gaudí's Sagrada Família church in Barcelona features intricate 

carvings of various insects.























Why visit Oak
One-off lesson for cover / last minute teaching
A gap in your curriculum planning 
An update to your curriculum/units/lessons
Setting home learning (pupil area)
Looking for inspiration
Sharing with other teachers as CPD



Year 7
Body adornment
Year 10
Recording from observation and first-hand sources

Year 2
Representing relationships
Year 5
Design an expressive letter form

https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/art-secondary-ks3/units/an-overview-of-craft/lessons/body-adornment?sid-1aa394=JnOlgMtnFi&sm=0&src=4#slide-deck
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/art-secondary-ks4/units/foundation-workshops-selecting-primary-sources-and-recording-observations/lessons/recording-from-observation-and-first-hand-sources?sid-033ad1=d29U7kvxBk&sm=0&src=4
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/art-primary-ks1/units/me-myself-and-others-clay-sculpture/lessons/representing-relationships?sid-f5f621=5DeP7AH40d&sm=0&src=4
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/art-primary-ks2/units/lettering-graphic-design/lessons/design-an-expressive-letter-form?sid-93110a=8pRjp4Au0z&sm=0&src=4


Stay in touch:
emily.gopaul@thenational.academy

Visit Oak

From the year 5 lesson Design an expressive letter form, 
from the unit Lettering: graphic design

https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/lessons/design-an-expressive-letter-form?sid-b8f46f=FagCHyjyDS&sm=0&src=5

