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Wednesday 14th September 2016; 4 – 6pm, Committee Room 15

Minutes

1/16 In attendance:

Mandy Barrett: Gomersal Primary School

Julia Bennett: Head of Research and Policy, Crafts Council

Paula Briggs: AccessArt

Lesley Butterworth: General Secretary, NSEAD

Mel Carter: CultureBridge North East

John Childs: NSEAD/OCR

Tamara Cincik: Office of Sharon Hodgson MP

Earl Clancarty: House of Lords

Susan Coles: NSEAD/Secretary to group

Lizzie Crump: Cultural Learning Alliance

Nicky Dewar: Head of Learning/Talent development, Crafts Council 

Lily Elms: Artist/Educator

Linda Ewen: Arts Emergency

Ged Gast: NSEAD

Hilary Gresty: Independent Visual Arts Consultant

Sorrel Hershberg: The Sorrell Foundation/Saturday Club Trust

Sharon Hodgson MP: Chair

Kate Holland: Bookbinder

Melanie Jay: University of Reading

Sophie Leach: NSEAD

Patricia Lovett: Heritage Crafts Association

Baroness Nye: House of Lords

Rachel Payne: NSEAD

Fay Penrose: University of Liverpool (Anatomy)

Patrick Sanders: The Urswick School

Jane Sillis: engage

Pauline Smith: Arts University Bournemouth

Catherine Ritman Smith: Design Museum

Pei-Shan Su: University of the Arts London

Sam Toolan: University of the Arts London  

Daniel Tye: Office of Sharon Hodgson MP

Natalie Walton: Arts Council Collection

Luke Watson: University of the Arts London Outreach Practitioner 

Marlene Wylie: NSEAD

Yaqi Zhang: University of the Arts London 

1
2/16 Chair’s Welcome & Introductions 

Sharon Hodgson welcomed everyone to the meeting and delegates introduced themselves.

13/16 Minutes of Last Meeting/Actions Arising 

The Earl Clancarty and Baroness Nye agreed to continue ask further questions of Lord Nash, relating to the English Baccalaureate (EBacc), the decrease in art and design GCSE and GCE candidates and the impact of Government policies on provision of arts subjects in schools. 
14/16 Update from Henry Vann, Incorporated Society of Musicians: The Bacc for the Future campaign:                              

Henry Vann confirmed that press coverage following the 4 July Westminster Hall EBacc debate, had resulted in an increase in supporters of The Bacc for the Future Campaign; Figures for the 2016 GCSE arts subjects provided evidence that all arts subjects had been affected by the EBacc – consequently the Campaign would provide an evidenced based rebuttal of claims that the EBacc has not affected uptake of the arts subjects; Government assertions that Ebacc subjects were the best route to HE cannot be backed with evidence and the Russell Group universities had not publicised such research. Whilst the EBacc was presented by the Government as comparable to other qualifications across the world, high performing PISA countries crucially make the arts compulsory up to 14-16. The Bacc for the Future Campaign would continue to use robust evidence to refute the DfE’s justifications of the Bacc: www.baccforthefuture.com. It was also noted that results for The Ebacc Consultation are long overdue.                                                                                     

Action Point: Bacc for the Future supporters agreed to continue to support the campaign and to encourage other partners to join. 

15/16 and Sophie Leach, Assistant General Secretary NSEAD: Next steps for the EBacc campaign; GCSE/GCE results

Sophie Leach reported on the next steps for art and design and the EBacc campaign noting the fall in GCSE/GCE 2016 art and design candidate numbers. GCSE art and design subjects had decreased from 194,637 to 183,085 (this represented a 6 percent decline in a year). The total number of GCE AS level candidates had also fallen very sharply from 62,375 in 2015 to 41,545, a decrease of 20,830 art and design candidates. This is a big 33.4% decline in candidates. nsead.org/downloads/APPG_14_Sept_2016_NSEAD_SL_final.pdf 

Lesley Butterworth, General Secretary NSEAD: Traction on the NSEAD Survey Report 2015-16
Lesley Butterworth summarised the NSEAD Survey Report 2015-16 and noted the organisations who had shared and responded to the Report’s 30 recommendations. It was confirmed that the DfE had not responded but amongst others HEIs, Tate, ACE, the parent teacher association had shown a keen interest. Lesley Butterworth also shared how The Society would seek to improve and enhance national perceptions of art, craft and design in the public domain, and quoted from Darren Henley CEO of Arts Council England, to ‘shine a light on the arts’.  www.nsead.org/APPG/papers.aspx
Ged Gast, president NSEAD; Financial implications on the subject to include A&D and DT departments merging/being mothballed and the impact that has on our subject

Ged Gast confirmed that some schools are merging art and design and D&T departments. The presentation outlined that there may be some benefits to these mergers, however, the mergers can lead to a reduction in provision, a reduction of curriculum breadth, time and a misunderstanding of the both subjects and career pathways. www.nsead.org/downloads/APPG_14_Sept_2016_NSEAD_GG_final.pdf
17/16 Julia Bennett: Head of Research and Policy Crafts Council; Studying Craft 16 – an update from the Crafts Council on trends in craft education and training since 2007/08 
Julia Bennett presented a summary of Studying Craft 16 a Crafts Council report to be launched 4 October 2016. The report will aim to create an evidence base which will not only increase our understanding of trends in craft education and training, but contribute to the debate about how best to secure creative education in general, and craft education in particular. The full report and an animated summary can be accessed at: www.craftscouncil.org.uk/what-we-do/studyingcraft                                                                              

Action Point: share and disseminate the findings of Studying Craft 16 widely.
18/16 Kate Holland, Bookbinder (with Lord Sawyer): the national demise of bookbinding education within the wider context of the downturn of craft education. 

Kate Holland, an experienced contemporary bookbinder, contextualised her work in the industry and shared how and why the specialism was dying our as a consequence of course closures. Despite a buoyant market, with potential for growth, opportunities to learn the craft had disappeared. The benefit of the craft as a therapeutic process, good for health and wellbeing, was also examined. 
Action point: The APPG will continue to highlight and share the demise of craft education.
19/16 Sorrel Hershberg, Director of the Sorrell Foundation: Creative Journeys films, encouraging young people to consider careers using art, craft and design. 
Sorrel Hershberg outlined the role and the work of the Sorrell Foundation through the National Saturday Club visual art opportunities, which has worked with children from all over England and from a 1000 plus schools. It was stressed that these opportunities were additional to the curriculum and not ‘instead of’. www.saturday-club.org.  Also shared were details of the Creative Journeys films, produced by the Foundation and the HEAD Trust. The films are designed to present real-life case studies so that people (young people in particular) are reminded that it is worth choosing a career within art, craft and design. The group watched a small part of the film which can be viewed here: creativejourneyuk.org   

Action point: Share films to support advocacy for careers in the creative and cultural industries.
20/16 Susan Coles, NSEAD: Updates on the joint APPG group summit on 11 October 2016

Susan Coles gave details and a verbal invitation to the joint APPG arts, health and wellbeing in education summit to be held 11 October 2016, in the Attlee Suite from 2:15pm to 4pm. 
Action point: Notify named individuals if you wish to attend, as the event is by invite only.        
21/16 AOB: There were no AOBs.

22/16 Date of next meeting

The next meeting was confirmed: Wednesday 14 December 4-6pm, room TBC.
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