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Wednesday 14th March 2018; 4-6:00pm, Committee Room 5

Minutes

Attendees: 
Jessica Austin Burdett; Sedgehill School
Andrew Baisley; National Education Union

Mandy Barrett; Gomersal Primary School

Kathy Bor; Kingston University

Tracy Brabin MP

Alex Bunting; British Fashion Council

Jose Chambers; Comino Foundation

Tamara Cincik; Fashion Roundtable

Alex Coles; Big Draw

Susan Coles; NSEAD, APPG secretary

Simon Columb; NSEAD/North Bridge House School

Melanie Cox; Gomersal Primary School

Nicky Dewar; Crafts Council

Vanessa Elliott; BBC

Karen Eslea; Turner Contemporary

Paula Gazzard; CVAN.art

Michele Gregson; ROH Bridge

Clare Haskins; Saturday Club Trust

Sharon Hodgson MP (chair)

Vicky Ireland; Action for Children’s Art

Branwen Jeffreys; BBC

Gillian Keegan MP

Sophie Leach; NSEAD

Patricia Lovett MBE; Heritage Crafts Association

Kate Mason; The Big Draw 

Petra Matthews Crow; NSEAD/Astor College, Dover

Jack Mayorcas; Office of Sharon Hodgson MP

Loraine Monk; Artists Union England 

Sarah Mower MBE; British Fashion Council, US Vogue

Baroness Nye; House of Lords

Angela Partington; Kingston University

Sarah Philips; Goldalming Sixth Form College

Kirsty Redhead; NSEAD/Thomas Deacon School

Melanie Rickey; Founder Future British

Patrick Sanders; NSEAD/City of London School

Ruth Sapsed; Cambridge Curiosity and Imagination 

Pauline Smith; Arts University Bournemouth

Clare Stanhope; Harris Girls’ Academy East Dulwich

David Vaughan; NSEAD Honorary member and HEAD Trust

Molly Kate Vickers; Office of Tracy Brabin MP

David Wood; Action for Children’s Art

Pupils from Gomersal Primary School; William, Matilda, Eva, Samuel, Grace, Harriet.
Apologies: The Earl Clancarty, Thelma Walker MP, Lesley Butterworth, NSEAD.

1. Chair’s welcome and introductions. Sharon Hodgson MP welcomed attendees and apologies were given. Minutes of the previous meeting were shared.
2. Turner Contemporary, Margate, Kent: Karen Eslea (Head of Learning and Visitor Experience at Turner Contemporary) and Michele Gregson (Arts Education Specialist) presented their work which has explored and championed Children’s Leadership through the Arts. They identified a concern with the UK’s ranking on the Kids Rights Index. The full presentation is available here: http://www.nsead.org/downloads/APPG_March_2018_APPG_KE_and_MG.pdf  Karen and Michele invited APPG members to join them in a ‘Think Tank’ on this matter. Tracy Brabin MP and Sharon Hodgson MP noted that they would collaborate on a letter to the Children’s Commissioner and also consider asking a parliamentary question with regard to the Kids Rights Index and the UK’s ranking.
3. Gomersal Primary School Arts Council: Six students from Gomersal Primary School attended with their arts specialist teacher Mandy Barrett and head teacher Melanie Cox. After an introduction by Melanie Cox, members of the school’s arts council shared, with belief and conviction, the remit of their council and why it was needed. Individual presentations are available here: nsead.org/APPG/papers.aspx
4. Branwen Jeffreys (Education Editor BBC News) presented the results from the recent BBC survey on the decline of arts in secondary schools: www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-42862996. Branwen Jeffreys explained that the survey was a snapshot and not definitive of every school in the country. Of the 1200 schools who participated in the survey, nine in 10 schools had cited a reduction in time, facilities and lack of specialist staff as a driver for reduction in at least one arts subjects; four in 10 had spent less money on facilities, more than three out of 10 had reduced timetabled lessons; some reported having fewer specialist staff. Some respondents indicated that there had been no impact in the provision of arts subjects in their school.

5. Andrew Baisely, the National Education Union, presented an update on national school funding issues. Identifying what were described as ‘the largest cuts to school funding seen in a generation’, Andrew Baisely evidenced the impact and pressure on school budgets. It was noted that the pressure on budgets had resulted in arts subjects being more vulnerable. The presentation, which included extensive data, is summarised here: nsead.org/appg/papers.aspx. Questions and discussion followed. Gillian Keegan MP said the funding formula would take years to embed.

6. Updates from NSEAD and dialogue with the new Secretary of State for Education, Damian Hinds MP: Sophie Leach, NSEAD, outlined the recent work of the Society. This included: Three meetings with Ofsted whose recent research had focussed on the curriculum; a summary of a review Developing Great Subject Teaching published by the Wellcome Trust and Curee. The second part of this item, to include correspondence between Sharon Hodgson MP, with three Secretary of States for Education (2013-2017), was held over for the next meeting. 
7. Drawn Together joint APPG action, updates: Susan Coles updated the group on the two advocacy events which have taken place under the umbrella title ‘Drawn Together’ and representing joint arts and design education APPG groups. The group are aiming for a third event in the autumn 2018 – a focus and lead APPG was required and under discussion.
8. AOB: There were no items recorded.   

9.     Date/time next meeting: Wednesday 16 May 2018, 4-6.00pm.
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