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Let’s start the conversation:


Q: When you were at school, did your art curriculum 
include artists, makers and designers from a range of 
ethnically diverse communities? 


Q: Did the art resources and publications used, help 
you to discuss, question and explore historical and 
contemporary issues around race and ethnic identities?
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The three checklists 
collectively ask:


Who is seen (practitioners)? 

What is used (art, craft and 
design)? 

How are they positioned (the 
advantages or disadvantages 
given to the work)?


Why… are the checklists 
needed?
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Marlene Wylie, 
NSEAD president 
elect 


Project manager 
of Visualise 
(Runnymede 
and Freelands; 
member of the 
ARAEA Group)
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Marlene Wylie: 


'The NSEAD mission since 1888 has been to 
improve art, craft, and design education for 
everyone….I  join with my colleagues in our 
call to action for all art educators to be 
actively anti-racist and challenge the current 
colonial and Euro-centric educational 
landscape.’
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The ARAEA Group say why we need 
Anti-Racist Art Education checklists?
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‘Global majority artists, designers and makers are 
significantly under-represented in the creative industries. 
This indicates that both the actions and in-actions 
inherent within the creative industries and the education 
system to date are institutionally racist. 



 

The ARAEA Group say

Why do we need Anti-Racist Art Education 
checklists?
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‘Art and art education has a unique power to help 
us understand and challenge racism – to question 
and with humility know what it means to be an 
anti-racist human’
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Frances Akinde, Headteacher, Specialist in SEND education


Mia Bano, EYFS and art Subject leader


Jo Barber, Assistant Headteacher, Aspire


Paul Brennan, Consultant, ARAEA working group


Kevin Dalton Jonson, Artist, curator, researcher at Runnymede Trust


Rayvenn D’Clark, Research and Content Builder, NSEAD and Runnymede Trust


Tyler Denmead, Fellow and Director of Studies, Lecturer in Education,  University of Cambridge


Emily Gopaul, Consultant specialist, Primary art and design teacher


Rebecca Goozee, Education Manager, Crafts Council


Dr Peter Gregory, Senior Lecturer in Education, CCCU


Michele Gregson, General Secretary, NSEAD


Trevor Horsewood, Consultant and Trustee at For Art History


Sophie Leach, Deputy General Secretary, NSEAD, and ARAEA lead officer


Liz Macfarlane, NSEAD President and F&GP Equalities, Diversity and Belonging lead


DIanne Minnicucci, Art teacher and Photography Subject leader, Thomas Tallis School


Dr Clare Stanhope, Art Subject Lead, Harris Girls’ Academy, East Dulwich , ARAEA working group


Lucy Williams, Art and D&T Lead, Harris Invictus Croydon


Marlene Wylie, Visualise project lead at Runnymede Trust; ARAEA group lead advisor, NSEAD President Elect
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Who are the checklists for? 

Curriculum Checklist 

Art educators working in 

schools, colleges, 
universities and initial 

teacher education

School Resources 
Checklist 


Educators working in 
art, craft and design 

departments in 
schools or colleges.

Publications and 
Resources

Checklist 


Art educators, who 
create online 
content, write 
articles or are 

involved in research



 


What are the checklists for?
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conversations
and support 
questioning Open-up
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bell hooks:. ‘At times we 
will stumble, but when we 
do, we will acknowledge 
our mistakes and we will 

make repair’




Anti-Racist Art Education Action (ARAEA)  
Checklists, 2021

The resources are not a ‘to do’ list, 
they are not linear or conclusive. 


They may uncover further questions, 
helping to explore the intersections of 

our identities, including race, sexuality, 
gender, ability/disability, religion.


They may also lead to digging deeply 
into our own unconscious bias. 


Where ever they lead, the hope is that 
they trigger opportunities for learning, 

but also critically, unlearning. 


They are under constant review 




Anti-Racist Art Education Action (ARAEA)  
Checklists, 2021

No more than 10 questions 
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Seven main headings: 

Diversity & Belonging, Cultural Capital and Criticality; 

Colonial Legacy, Context & Terminology; Intersectionality and 

Unconscious Bias. 


These then break down into deeper questions that seek to 
interrogate more explicitly the contents of our curriculums.
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How to use the check lists:


Keep learning, questioning, sharing


Ask questions

Build your knowledge

Collaborate

Discuss

Explore / Extend

Feedback – listen and…

Go again
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nsead.org/resources/anti-racist-art-education
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WHAT NEXT? The ARAEA Group will:


•  Regularly and collectively REVIEW the checklists. Every 
year, on the 25 May, we will what impact if any the anti-
racist checklists have had impact; what has been achieved; 
and what further anti-racist actions are needed


• LINK the checklists to more information: RESOURCES /
RESEARCH / READING – appointed in September 2022 an 
Anti-Racist Art Educator Content and Researcher - Jan 2023


•  PUBLISHING:  AD magazine will spotlight anti-racist 
curriculums, pedagogies and practice. How the checklists 
have been used or could be used - Jan 2023


•  EVENTS – Equity and leadership
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